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September 2024

Hello {%#if isNotEmpty(profile._worldvision.organizationName)%}
{{profile._worldvision.organizationName}}{%else%}Friend{%/if%}!

September means "back to school" and so, in this edition, we are talking about all things
"kids"! After all, our organizational vision is ... "Our vision for every child, life in all its
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fullness. Our prayer for every heart, the will to make it so."

At World Vision, we help the most vulnerable children overcome poverty and experience
fullness of life. We help children of all backgrounds, even in the most dangerous places,
inspired by our Christian faith.

We know you care about kids as much as we do! We all long for a world where every child
feels protected, cared for and empowered to become all God meant them to be. We hope
this edition will inspire you to engage children in your community and to care for
vulnerable children in tough places who also need our help.

In this issue:

Meet 'Gibby the Goat'

Learn how World Vision is supporting kids in the West Bank in Child-Friendly Spaces
Utilize a Global 6K for Water event to connect with your local school

Turn the tables on child sponsorship and give kids the power to choose

Pray and take action against hunger with churches worldwide

Participate in the Canadian Resilient Pastor survey

"But Jesus said, “Leave the children alone, and do not forbid them to come to me; for the
kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.”

Matthew 19:14

Meet Gibby the Goat!

In the fall of 2023, leaders at Saugeen Shores Community Church in Port Elgin, Ontario,
were trying to find ways to help kids understand missions. Barb Provis, the Children's
Ministry Leader, remembered that World Vision had animals that could be purchased
through World Vision Canada's Gift Catalogue.

Barb suggested they raise money for chickens, a cow, or a goat, and the goat won! The
goat needed a name and 'Gibby the Goat' was born! Their initial goal was to reach $100
by placing a piggy bank at their children's ministry sign-in desk. With every $10 donated,
Gibby would "eat" $10 of grass on the bulletin board (see above photo).

The campaign for Gibby quickly shot past $100 and the excitement began to catch on
with the whole church family. By spring 2024, Saugeen Shores had enough money for
seven goats, but now they set their goal even higher to 10 goats! One 10-year-old girl,
Barb called a "little missionary", even took the children's ministry piggy bank and asked
for donations as people entered the church and soon they raised enough to purchase 10
goats! The goats were gifted to families in Haiti and Nicaragua.


https://donate.worldvision.ca/collections/animals
https://donate.worldvision.ca/pages/gift-catalogue

Barb said of this experience, "Our children witnessed giving to others and how we can all
have a role in helping out. Thank you again for this opportunity to tangibly reach out,
demonstrating God's love to others."

Would you like to engage your children's ministry in missions and raising money to lift
families and boys & girls out of poverty? There are all kinds of animals available to
purchase from the World Vision Gift Catalogue ... sheep, alpacas, piglets, even beehives!
And yes, you can purchase your very own Gibby too!

LEARN MORE

Child Friendly Spaces: How World Vision Supports Kids in the West Bank

Across the West Bank, children in many villages face a harsh reality with no safe places to
play, meet friends, or simply enjoy moments of innocence. Since October 2023, the
situation has only worsened. Schools are frequently closed, and the ever-present threat
of violence looms large. With the escalating conflict, multiplying checkpoints, and
growing economic hardships, many children have been confined to their homes, isolated
from their peers. Cut off from their friends and familiar routines, these children carry a
heavy burden of stress, anxiety, and trauma - wounds that can last a lifetime.

Recognizing this urgent need, World Vision made it a priority to create safe spaces for
children and communities across the West Bank. In As-Sura, a small village in southern
West Bank, the transformation began with a dedicated group of volunteers and the
village council, who joined forces to rehabilitate the derelict community centre. Over the
course of several weeks, they repainted walls, installed new bathrooms, and added water
tanks to provide clean drinking water.

READ MORE
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Work Together with Local Schools
for Clean Water

Looking for ways to work together with
your local schools? To build a bridge
between the church and the community?
Host a Global 6K for Water and rally
together around an important social issue:
the right to clean water for every man,
woman and child.

It's not too late! The weather is still
suitable for you to walk, run or roll
together.

Hosting a Global 6K is simple because you
cando it anywhere, and World Vision
provides the tools - a website to collect
donations and resources to plan &
promote your event.

CREATE YOUR EVENT

Giving Children the
Power to Choose

Let's flip the tables on traditional child
sponsorship! Introduce your church to a
life-changing ministry experience built
around the innate desire to be seen,
known, and to matter.

When your church hosts a Chosen event,
and people sign up to be Chosen, children
in need are empowered to choose their
sponsors. This life-changing gift can help
address the root causes of children’s
poverty, empowering children, their
families, and their communities, to claim
lives filled with possibilities.

Learn more about Chosen and the impact
your church family can have on the lives of
vulnerable children.

SIGN UP

Eu '-'.Esnsnn ocralines

Weekend of Prayer and
Action Against Hunger: Oct 11-13

We believe hunger has no place in the 21st
century and is entirely preventable.

The world faces an unprecedented hunger
crisis. The storm of conflict, climate
change and rising costs are driving
children and families into extremely
vulnerable situations.

From October 11-13, on the weekend of
Canadian Thanksgiving, churches
worldwide are joining together for the
third annual Weekend of Prayer and
Action Against Hunger, also coinciding

Participate in the
Resilient Church Leader Survey!

World Vision Canada and Barna Group are
partnering on an important and ambitious
global research project, and we want to
hear from you! If you are a church leader
(part-time, full-time, or volunteer), we
invite you to complete a survey so that we
can better understand your perspectives,
experiences, challenges, and stories.

Have your voice heard during this brief
anonymous survey (15 min). This survey
will result in a report that will be made
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with World Food Day. To support you, available to you in the future to support
liturgies and action-oriented resources for  your leadership in the years to come.
that weekend are available for download

for your families and congregations.
TAKE THE SURVEY

Take action and partner with World Vision
Canadato end hunger.

TAKE ACTION

For Your Calendar:

2024

Oct 1-3: World Vision Canada offices closed for our Annual Day of Prayer Gathering
Oct 15: ARC Gather (Edmonton)

Oct 15: ARC Gather (Winnipeg)

Oct 17: ARC Gather (Woodstock, ON)

Oct 17-18: GLN Global Leadership Summit

Oct. 18: ARC Gather (Victoria, BC)

Nov 1-2: Youth Worker Conference (Winnipeg)
Nov 8-9: Youth Worker Conference (Calgary)
Nov 11-14: CCLN Pastors Retreat

Nov 15-16: Youth Worker Conference (Moncton)

2025

Jan 25-26: Youth Worker Conference (Saskatoon)
Jan 31-Feb 1: Youth Worker Conference (Abbotsford)
Feb. 22: Today's Teen Conference

PRAY WITH US

Please join us as we pray for thousands
of children experiencing displacement
and severe hunger in refugee camps in
the worsening situation in South Sudan.
Please pray for children cut off from
their friends and familiar routines, and
carrying a heavy burden of stress,
anxiety, and trauma as a result of the
ongoing conflict in the Middle East and
Haiti.

P.S. May we pray for you? Please EMAIL
us your personal prayer requests and the
Church Team would be blessed to pray
specifically for you.

Many blessings, Chris Schroeder
Your World Vision Church Advisor

If you have any questions or would like to connect with me
directly, please email or book a virtual coffee on my calendar.
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September 2024

Hello {%#:if isNotEmpty(profile._worldvision.organizationName)%}
{{profile._worldvision.organizationName}}{%else%}Friend{%/if%}!

September means "back to school" and so, in this edition, we are talking
about all things "kids"! After all, our organizational vision is ... "Our vision
for every child, life in all its fullness. Our prayer for every heart, the will to
make it so."

At World Vision, we help the most vulnerable children overcome
poverty and experience fullness of life. We help children of all
backgrounds, even in the most dangerous places, inspired by our
Christian faith.

We know you care about kids as much as we do! We all long for a world
where every child feels protected, cared for and empowered to become
all God meant them to be. We hope this edition will inspire you to
engage children in your community and to care for vulnerable children in
tough places who also need our help.

In this issue:

e Meet 'Gibby the Goat'

e Learnhow World Vision is supporting kids in the West Bank in Child-
Friendly Spaces

o Utilize a Global 6K for Water event to connect with your local school

e Turnthe tables on child sponsorship and give kids the power to
choose

e Pray and take action against hunger with churches worldwide

e Participate in the Canadian Resilient Pastor survey
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"But Jesus said, “Leave the children alone, and do not forbid them to
come to me; for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.”

Matthew 19:14

Meet Gibby the Goat!

In the fall of 2023, leaders at Saugeen Shores Community Church in Port
Elgin, Ontario, were trying to find ways to help kids understand
missions. Barb Provis, the Children's Ministry Leader, remembered that
World Vision had animals that could be purchased through World Vision
Canada's Gift Catalogue.

Barb suggested they raise money for chickens, a cow, or a goat, and the
goat won! The goat needed a name and 'Gibby the Goat' was born! Their
initial goal was to reach $100 by placing a piggy bank at their children's
ministry sign-in desk. With every $10 donated, Gibby would "eat" $10 of
grass on the bulletin board (see above photo).

The campaign for Gibby quickly shot past $100 and the excitement
began to catch on with the whole church family. By spring 2024, Saugeen
Shores had enough money for seven goats, but now they set their goal
even higher to 10 goats! One 10-year-old girl, Barb called a "little
missionary", even took the children's ministry piggy bank and asked for
donations as people entered the church and soon they raised enough to
purchase 10 goats! The goats were gifted to families in Haiti and
Nicaragua.

Barb said of this experience, "Our children witnessed giving to others
and how we can all have a role in helping out. Thank you again for this
opportunity to tangibly reach out, demonstrating God's love to others."

Would you like to engage your children's ministry in missions and raising
money to lift families and boys & girls out of poverty? There are all kinds

of animals available to purchase from the World Vision Gift Catalogue ...
sheep, alpacas, piglets, even beehives! And yes, you can purchase your

very own Gibby too!
LEARN MORE
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Child Friendly Spaces: How World Vision Supports Kids in the
West Bank

Across the West Bank, children in many villages face a harsh reality with
no safe places to play, meet friends, or simply enjoy moments of
innocence. Since October 2023, the situation has only worsened.
Schools are frequently closed, and the ever-present threat of violence
looms large. With the escalating conflict, multiplying checkpoints, and
growing economic hardships, many children have been confined to their
homes, isolated from their peers. Cut off from their friends and familiar
routines, these children carry a heavy burden of stress, anxiety, and
trauma - wounds that can last a lifetime.

Recognizing this urgent need, World Vision made it a priority to create
safe spaces for children and communities across the West Bank. In As-
Sura, asmall village in southern West Bank, the transformation began
with a dedicated group of volunteers and the village council, who joined
forces to rehabilitate the derelict community centre. Over the course of
several weeks, they repainted walls, installed new bathrooms, and added
water tanks to provide clean drinking water.

READ MORE

Work Together with Local
Schools for Clean Water

Looking for ways to work together
with your local schools? To build a
bridge between the church and
the community?

Host a Global 6K for Water and
rally together around an
important social issue: the right to
clean water for every man, woman
and child.

It's not too late! The weather is
still suitable for you to walk, run or
roll together.

Hosting a Global 6K is simple
because you can do it anywhere,
and World Vision provides the
tools - a website to collect
donations and resources to plan &
promote your event.

CREATE YOUR EVENT

Giving Children the
Power to Choose

Let's flip the tables on traditional
child sponsorship! Introduce your
church to a life-changing ministry
experience built around the innate
desire to be seen, known, and to
matter.

When your church hosts a Chosen
event, and people sign up to be
Chosen, children in need are
empowered to choose their
sponsors. This life-changing gift
can help address the root causes
of children’s poverty, empowering
children, their families, and their
communities, to claim lives filled
with possibilities.

Learn more about Chosen and the
impact your church family can
have on the lives of vulnerable
children.

SIGN UP
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Weekend of Prayer and
Action Against Hunger: Oct
11-13

We believe hunger has no place in
the 21st century and is entirely
preventable.

The world faces an unprecedented
hunger crisis. The storm of
conflict, climate change and rising
costs are driving children and
families into extremely vulnerable
situations.

From October 11-13, on the
weekend of Canadian
Thanksgiving, churches worldwide
are joining together for the third
annual Weekend of Prayer and
Action Against Hunger, also
coinciding with World Food Day.
To support you, liturgies and
action-oriented resources for that
weekend are available for
download for your families and
congregations.

Take action and partner with

World Vision Canada to end
hunger.

TAKE ACTION

—resilient
=—pastor

Participate in the
Resilient Church Leader
Survey!

World Vision Canada and Barna
Group are partnering on an
important and ambitious global
research project, and we want to
hear from you! If you are a church
leader (part-time, full-time, or
volunteer), we invite you to
complete a survey so that we can
better understand your
perspectives, experiences,
challenges, and stories.

Have your voice heard during this
brief anonymous survey (15 min).
This survey will result in a report
that will be made available to you
in the future to support your
leadership in the years to come.

TAKE THE SURVEY

For Your Calendar:

2024

Oct 1-3: World Vision Canada offices closed for our Annual Day of Prayer

Gathering
Oct 15: ARC Gather (Edmonton)
Oct 15: ARC Gather (Winnipeg)

Oct 17: ARC Gather (Woodstock, ON)

Oct 17-18: GLN Global Leadership Summit

Oct. 18: ARC Gather (Victoria, BC)

Nov 1-2: Youth Worker Conference (Winnipeg)

Nov 8-9: Youth Worker Conference (Calgary)

Nov 11-14: CCLN Pastors Retreat

Nov 15-16: Youth Worker Conference (Moncton)

2025

Jan 25-26: Youth Worker Conference (Saskatoon)

Jan 31-Feb 1: Youth Worker Conference (Abbotsford)

Feb. 22: Today's Teen Conference
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PRAY WITH US

Please join us as we pray for thousands of children experiencing
displacement and severe hunger in refugee camps in the worsening
situation in South Sudan. Please pray for children cut off from their
friends and familiar routines, and carrying a heavy burden of stress,
anxiety, and trauma as a result of the ongoing conflict in the Middle
East and Haiti.

P.S. May we pray for you? Please EMAIL us your personal prayer
requests and the Church Team would be blessed to pray specifically for
you.

Many blessings, Chris Schroeder
Your World Vision Church Advisor

If you have any questions or would like to connect with
me directly, please email or book a virtual coffee on my
calendar.

World Vision is a Christian relief, development and advocacy organization working to create lasting
change in the lives of children, families and communities to overcome poverty and injustice. Inspired
by our Christian values, World Vision is dedicated to working with the world's most vulnerable people
regardless of religion, race, ethnicity or gender.
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